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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is 
to  the  NI  Library: 

John  Kallman 


the  following  donations 

Donation 

$10.00  Cash 
$100.00  Cash 
$2.50  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 

***** 


made  below  to  those 


since  the  last  report: 

Preference  of  Use 

General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 


have  donated  material 


KD20.Anon: uknw:HTCC 
ANONYMOUS 

How  to  collect  coins.  (Japanese  text.)  We  are  not  the 
only  country  that  has  a basic  guide  to  domestic  coin  col- 
lecti  on. 

Date  of  publication  and  author  unknown,  28pp,  illus. 


PA70.CaCC: X991 :USMT 
CASH  COIN  COLLECTION 

U.  S.  Military  Tokens  and  Chits  Used  in  Japan. 

Privately  published  1991,  30pp,  not  illus. 


Jorgen  Mikeska 
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PK30. Ki 1 R: 1989 :TNJ 
KILAR,  RIFAT 

Turk  numismatiginde  feonlar.  (Turkish  tokens  and  medals.) 
Pub.  1989,  235pp , ill  us. 

John  Pieratt 


KB70 . Pi e J : X990 : GMVR 
PIERATT,  JOHN 

Good  Morning  Vietnam  Rose.  (Currency,  paper  money,  and  mis- 
cellaneous of  the  war  period.) 

Private  printing  1990,  57pp,  illus. 

KB70.SchR:R990: AEN 
SCHROEDER,  ALBERT 

Annam  etudes  numismatique . 

Reprint  of  1895  work,  239pp,  w/plates. 

Hugh  Saum 

J B40 . MeaW : X626 : HAEM 
MEADOWS,  W. 

Nurmi  Britannici  Historia:  or  an  historical  account  of 
English  money  from  the  Conquest  to  the  uniting  of  the  two 
kingdoms  by  King  James  T,  and  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
present  time. 

A copy  of  an  early  numismatic  work  published  in  1626.  Very 
probably  the  first  coin  collectors  guide  published  in  English. 
143pp,  w/plates. 

Thomas  A.  Schillinger 

JG20.BLeu: 1989 : N 

BANK  LEU  AG,  ZURICH/MUNZEN  -UND  MEDALLEN  HANDLUNG,  STUTTGART 

Sammlung  Herbert  J.  Erlanger.  Munzen , marken  und  medaillen 
von  Numberg.  The  auction  catalog  of  the  Erlanger  collec- 
tion of  coins  and  medals  struck  by  the  Nurnberg  mint. 

Pub.  1989.  2 Vols.  Vol . 1,  219pp,  text  only.  Vol . 2,  123 

plates  only. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  like  to  thank  Hugh  Saum,  John 
Pieratt,  Robert  Plemmons,  and  Thomas  Schillinger  for  their  donations 
of  other  numismatic  material  to  the  NI  Library. 

III.  NI  member  John  Kallman  has  asked  if  any  of  our  members  are  aware 
of  any  works  or  articles  written  on  what  appear  to  be  WWII  era  Japanese 
(war?)  bonds.  If  any  member  knows  of  these  issues,  can  shed  any  light 
on  them,  or  knows  of  any  articles  done  on  this  series,  would  they 
please  contact  the  Librarian. 

IV.  As  mentioned  earlier,  this  Librarian  is  working  with  the  local 
Boy  Scout  troop  as  the  "resident  expert"  for  their  coin  collecting 
merit  badge.  As  we  live  on  the  Canadian  border,  Canadian  coins  are 
as  common  in  our  area  as  are  U.S.  Does  any  member  know  of  any  other 
coins,  similar  to  the  Canadian  WWII  five  cent,  that  was  struck  using 
Morse  Code  as  part  of  its  design? 
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V.  Thanks  to  John  Kallman,  the  Library  has  the  1991  Japanese  Dealers 
Numismatic  Assn,  catalog  on  Japanese  coins  and  paper  money.  Though  in 
Japanese  text  there  are  some  English  titles.  If  any  of  our  members 
have  any  influence  with  the  JDNA  would  they  please  tell  them  that  it 
would  be  of  great  help  to  the  American  collectors  of  Japanese  coins  if 
they  would  expand  the  English  sub-titles.  This  is  an  excellent  refer- 
ence manual . 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
Jim  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

********************************************************************** 


AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 

R.  R.  Kutcher,  Lincoln , Nebraska,  NI  # 1289 

No.  68  - THE  EMPIRE  OF  THESSALONICA 
Boniface  (1204-1207) 


The  masterful  leader  of  the  Fourth  Crusade,  Boniface,  the  Marquis  of 
Montferrat,  at  the  fall  of  Constantinople  was  a competitor  for  the  im- 
perial throne.  However,  as  Baldwin,  the  Count  of  Flanders,  was  elected 
by  the  conquerors  as  the  first  Latin  Emperor  of  Constantinople,  Boniface 
had  to  be  content  with  the  inferior  title  of  King  of  Thessalonica,  at 
the  division  of  the  Empire.  As  Boniface  was  a man  of  ambition,  he  was 
also  a man  of  action,  and  before  he  started  for  his  new  Kingdom  he 
found  the  time  to  marry  the  Empress  Maria,  the  young  widow  of  Isaac  II. 
This  marriage  produced  one  son,  named  Demetrius.  In  1207,  Boniface 
was  slain  in  battle  with  the  Bulgarians.  There  are  no  coins  known  of 
this  reign. 

Demetrius  (1207-1222) 


When  Boniface  was  killed,  the  Kingdom  of  Thessalonica  passed  to  his 
infant  son  Demetrius,  under  the  guardianship  of  the  Empress  Maria.  The 
rule  proved  to  be  too  much  for  the  infant  and  his  mother,  as  a series 
of  attacks  had  reduced  the  size  of  the  Kingdom  until  in  1222,  Theodore 
Angelus,  the  Despot  of  Epirus,  made  himself  master  of  the  capital  of 
Thessalonica.  There  are  no  coins  known  of  this  reign. 

*********************************************************************** 

LEGAL  TENDER  COUNTERFEIT  COINS 


At  least  two  countries  have  made  counterfeit  coins  legal  tender.  Back  in  1797,  Martin- 
ique—while  occupied  by  the  British— was  swamped  with  counterfeit  sou  marques,  to  the 
point  where  they  nearly  drove  the  genuine  coins  from  circulation.  The  pieces,  which 
were  counterstamped  with  a crowned  "C",  were  made  legal  tender  at  the  value  of  ten 
deniers,  or  ten  to  the  escalin,  which  in  turn  was  equal  to  15  sols. 


Additionally,  in  Tibet,  a number  of  unofficial  Tangkas  were  declared  to  be  legal  tender 
under  an  edict  issued  in  1881,  which  ordered  that  no  distinction  be  made  between  false 
and  genuine  coins. 


(Submitted  by  Donald  S.  Yarab) 
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What’s  In  A Name? 


C.C.  Andrews,  Boulder  City,  Nevada 

The  Tuscany  half  Tollero  coin  of  1683  is  a very  interesting  coin.  Many  other 
viewers  have  expressed  the  same  opinon.  The  obverse,  which  is  similar  to 
the  one  Tollero  coin  (Davenport  #4215)  portrays  the  bust  of  Cosmus  III,  the 
sixth  Grand  Duke  of  Etruria.  His  image  reminds  the  viewer  of  the  Tuscans 
and  Etruscans  - the  primary  inhabitants  of  Etruria. 


Obverse  Reverse 

Photos  Enlarged 
Figure  1 


The  reverse  design  includes  an  attractive  vessel,  and  a generous  amount  of 
eye-appeal.  Other  details  are  the  motto  (Honor  and  Defense),  date  and 
"LIBURNI."  The  characteristics  of  the  coin  are:  diameter  36.5  to  37.5  mm, 
weight  13.07  grams,  alloy  Approximately  .950  fine  silver  (based  on  the 
assumption  only  copper  and  silver  are  included.) 


Figure  2 
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Libumi  is  given  as  the  name  for  a people  of  Illyria  (Fig.  2).  The  Dictionary 
of  Roman  and  Greek  Antiquities,  by  Anthony  Rich,  B.A.,  4th  ed.  1873, 
includes  a woodcut  of  a vessel  of  war,  constructed  after  a model  invented  by 
the  Illyrian  pirates,  and  introduced  into  the  Roman  navy  after  the  Battle  of 
Actium.  Blyria  was  an  ancient  region  of  southern  Europe,  located  in  the 
Balkan  Peninsula  and  bordering  on  the  Adriatic  Sea.  It  was  where  modern 
Yugoslavia  and  Albania  are  now  located. 

The  dictionary  continues  - the  vessel  of  war  is  identified  by  type  as  Libur- 
na.  It  was  built  sharp  (and  high)  fore  and  aft,  was  worked  with  one  or  more 
banks  of  oars,  according  to  size.  It  also  had  sails,  with  mast  amidships  and 
a levantine  sail  instead  of  the  common  square  one.  The  smaller  ones 
(vessels)  were  used  as  tenders,  both  the  larger  ones  were  brought  into  the 
line  for  action.  When  viewing  the  vessel  on  the  coin,  it  would  be  well  to 
remember,  the  designer  may  have  planned  to  represent  major  details  very 
clearly  rather  than  a scaled  ship  model.  However,  the  sail  qualifies  only  as 
an  exception.  Square  sails  generally  have  four  right  angles,  A levantine, 
or  lateener,  is  triangular.  This  sail  has  four  sides  and  angles,  more  closely 
related  to  a triangle  than  a square.  We  will  never  know  how  the  portside 
lower  cover  of  the  sail  was  secured.  The  designer/engraver  may  have 
lacked  knowledge  of  a lateener.  The  number  of  oars  indicated,  and  single 
steering  oar  are  consistent.  The  up-curved  ran  and  figure-head  are  not 
sufficiently  separated  for  practical  purposes,  but  they  are  significant  de- 
tails. The  style  of  decoration  exceeds  that  normally  represented  for  a small 
vessel  of  war. 


Figure  3 


As  indicated  in  Figure  3,  the  early  tiller  operated  in  a somewhat  vertical 
plane.  The  now  rarely  heard  commands,  "Up  helm"  and  "Down  helm", 
probably  originated  in  conjunction  with  the  operation  of  such  a device. 
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So  far  we  have  looked  at  a ship-type  used  by  the  Romans.  If  we  look  fur- 
ther, the  probable  name  of  this  vessel  may  be  deduced.  The  clue  is  depend- 
ent  on  recognition  of  the  insigne  - meaning,  "in  a general  sense  implies 
anything  which  serves  sign,  ornament  or  badge,  by  which  persons  or 
things  may  be  distinguished.  In  the  navy,  it  has  a rather  more  special 
sense,  being  used  to  designate  the  figure-head  of  a ship,  which  was  carved 
or  painted  on  the  bows,  and  imitated  the  person  or  object  after  which  the 
vessel  was  named,  as  contradistinguished  from  tutela,  which  were  situated 
on  the  quarters,  and  represented  the  deity  under  whose  protection  the 
vessel  was  supposed  to  sail." 


A picture  in  the  Vatican  MS,  intended  for  illustration  of  Virgil  (AEn.  v. 
116),  includes  a vessel  named  PISTRIX  "is  furnished  with  an  image  of  that 
fabulous  animal  for  its  figure-head.  All  other  vessels  in  the  picture  have 
figures  in  a similar  position,  representing  the  objects  after  which  they  are 
named. 


Figure  4 

The  ancient  artists  represented  PISTRIX  with  the  same  characteristic 
features  as  included  "in  a painting  at  Pompeii,  viz,  the  head  of  a dragon 
(Fig.  4),  the  neck  and  breast  of  a beast,  with  fins,  in  place  of  front  legs,  and 
the  tail  and  body  of  a fish." 

Conclusion  - we  have  a Liburna  type  Roman  galley  name  PISTRIX,  on  a 
Tuscany  commemorative  coin. 

************************************  ************  ********************* 
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CHOPMARKS  ON  SICHUAN  RUPEES 


AND  COINS  FROM  TIBET 

Dr.  Karl  Gabrisah  (NI  #1230),  Mannheim  and  Wolfgang  Bertsch  (NI  #2067), 
Darmstadt,  Germany 

The  use  of  chopmarks  on  silver  coins  in  China  probably  goes  back  to 
the  mid-eighteenth  century  when  huge  quantities  of  silver  coins  from 
Spain  (Mexico)  and  other  European  countries  were  pouring  into  China 
due  to  China's  increased  trade  with  the  West. 

Burzio  believes  that  the  practice  of  countermarking  foreign  coins  was 
started  in  China  as  a caution  against  the  large  quantities  of  counter- 
feit Eight  Reales  coins  which  were  produced  in  Great  Britain  at  the 
end  of  the  18th  century  and  used  to  pay  commercial  debts  with  India, 
and  China.  These  pieces  were  of  silver  plated  copper  or  of  billon. 

This  monetary  fraud  is  mentioned  in  two  publ ications.^  Rose  explains 
the  origin  of  the  word  chop  thus:  "Chop  is  said  to  be  a word  imported 

from  India,  where  the  word  was  Chappa,  or  Choppa,  meaning  seal  or  of- 
ficial stamp."'3  Cribb  believes  that^the  original  Indian  word  is 
"Chhap",  meaning  a mark  of  approval.  "Chopping"  was  first  practised 
in  Canton  by  "bankers,  shroffs,  and  merchants". 5 Since  countefeits 
of  foreign  silver  coins  soon  appeared  on  the  Chinese  markets  (as  early 
as  the  eighteenth  century),  it  became  custom  to  weigh  the  foreign 
silver  coins,  check  their  fineness  and  then  apply  a chop.  The  chop 
had  the  additional  advantage  of  revealing  base  metal  in  case  the  ex- 
amined coin  was  silverplated  with  base  metal  inside. 6 By  the  nine- 
teenth century  the  practice  of  chopping  had  become  widespread  in 
China.  Leonard,  discussing  the  practices  in  China  before  1935,  reports 

"....the  native  bank  or  money  changer  who  handled  hundreds  of 
dollars  daily  put  a counter-mark?  on  each  dollar  that  passed 
through  their  hands, 

1)  to  show  that  the  dollar  was  given  out  by  them, 

2)  to  certify  that  the  silver  contents  were  standard,  and 

3)  to  agree  that  they  would  accept  that  dollar  without 

arguing  when  it  was  returned  to  them. 

The  countermark  was  usually  one  Chinese  character  or  some 
secret  mark  the  meaning  of  which  only  they  knew,  punched 
onto  the  dollar  with  a steep  die.  Since  the  native  bank 
would  be  resposable  (sic)  only  for  their  own  mark  when  the 
dollar  was  passed  on  to  another  bank,  another  mark  was  again 
punched  on. "8 

Recently  a Chinese  author  suggests  another,  a fourth  reason  for  using 
countermarks,  in  this  case  perhaps  better  to  say  counterstamps.  In 
the  period  of  the  Xi nhai -Revolution  in  the  Province  of  Sichuan  a Mili- 
tary Government  was  proclaimed  in  Chengdu  in  1911.  The  Government 
confiscated  all  minted  Sichuan  rupees  found  in  the  mint  and  not  yet 
distributed.  Because  the  Sichuan  rupees  were  current  in  Tibet, 

Xikang  and  and  border  areas  and  the  own  planned  military  notes  were 
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not  ready  yet,  the  Military  Government  of  Sichuan  stamped  the  confis- 
cated rupees  with  a counterstamp  "good  for  military  use"  to  put  pres- 
sure on  the  market  thus  ensuring  a general  circulation  also  in  Sichuan. 
A second  Chinese  writer  added  to  the  above  statement  that  the  rupees 
were  countermarked  by  an  Exchange  Commission  with  membership  made  up 
by  Lamas  from  the  Li -tang  temple.  They  countermarked  the  Sichuan 
rupees  of  the  types  3 ("Flat  Noose"  issued  1933-1939  and  4 ("Big  Head" 
minted  1939-1942)  to  enforce  their  revaluation.  Later  in  case  of 
cashing  a loan  the  Li-tang  temple  did  accept  only  the  intrinsic  value 
of  the  coins  depending  on  the  real  silver  content. 10 

During  the  last  decades  of  the  19th  century  the  India  rupee  with  the 
portrait  of  Queen  Victoria  became  means  of  exchange  and  currency  in 
Tibet.  Most  traders  preferred  it  to  the  local  tangka  coinage  or  to 
the  sycee  silver  from  China  which  also  circulated  in  Tibet.  The  Indian 
rupee  had  the  advantage  of  having  a guaranteed  fineness  (.917  silver) 
and  weight  (1  tola  = 11.66  g).  The  Chinese  authorities  of  Sichuan 
Province,  through  which  most  of  the  tea  exported  to  Tibet  passed,  felt 
somewhat  uncomfortable  about  the  widespread  use  of  a foreign  coin  in 
Tibet.  The  vice  king  of  Sichuan,  Chun-Hsuen,  issued  regulations  re- 
garding control  of  the  Indian  rupee  and  in  late  1902  the  Chengdu 
mint  began  to  issue  a "rupee"  which  very  closely  resembled  the  Indian 
"Victoria  rupee"  which,  it  was  hoped,  it  would  soon  replace  in  Tibet. 
Victoria's  bust  was  replaced  by  that  of  the  Chinese  emperor  Kuangh-hsu. 
This  new  rupee  is  known  among  collectors  as  Sichuan  rupee  and  was  mint- 
ed till  about  1942.11  Three  major  varieties  of  the  Sichuan  rupee  are 
known  and  classified: 

1.  Obv.  small  bust  w/o  collar  (Y3.1); 

2.  Obv.  small  bust  with  collar  (Y3.2); 

3.  Obv.  large  bust  (Y3.3). 

Gabrisch  mentioned  a 4th  main  variety  "flat  nose",  a transitional 
issue  between  Y3.2  and  Y3.3.12  This  classification  is  now  supported 
by  the  latest  Chinese  publication  on  these  topics.  The  type  3 "flat 
nose"  was  named  "square  head".13  About  the  many  varietes  of  the 
reverse  design  see  also  the  above  mentioned  article  of  Gabrisch.  All 
pieces  weigh  around  11.4  g,  but  their  fineness  is  not  uniform.  The 
silver  content  was  gradually  depressed  in  course  of  the  minting  from 
different  places  during  the  long  period  of  40  years.  It  was  stated 
as  78%  silver  for  the  "small  bust  w/o  collar",  62%  for  the  next  issue 
"small  bust  with  collar",  and  31%  for  the  last  issue  "large  bust".14 
Naturally,  most  of  the  chopmarked  Sichuan  rupees  are  of  type  "small 
bust  with  collar"  (Y3.2),  the  billion  issue  (Y3a)  and  of  type  "large 
bust"  which  are  the  pieces  with  the  lowest  silver  content.  No  chop- 
marked  rupees  of  the  first  type  "small  bust  w/o  collar"  (Y3)  has  come 
to  light  so  far.  Only  very  few  examples  of  chopmarked  fractional 
Sichuan  rupees  (Y1  and  Y2)  are  known.15 

Occasionally  Tibetan  coins  with  chopmarks  are  met  with16  and  one  Yuan 
Shi kai  dollar  and  one  Victoria  rupee,  each  bearing  a chopmark  with 
Tibetan  characters,  are  known  (Fig.  27  and  Fig.  5).  Tibetan  traders 
and  money  changers  seem  to  have  imitated  the  Chinese  practice  of  chop- 
ping silver  coins  and  created  native  chopmarks,  using  characters  of 
the  Tibetan  alphabet. 
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Since  most  of  the  chopmarked  coins  which  we  discuss  in  this  article  are 
fairly  common  without  chopmarks,  we  cannot  exclude  the  possibility  that 
some  of  the  chopmarks  which  we  list  below,  may  be  modern  forgeries  or 
fantasies,  created  to  increase  the  collector  value  of  an  otherwise 
common  coin.  So  far  we  could  not  establish  a method  which  allow  us  to 
distinguish  forgeries  or  fantasies  from  genuine  chopmarks. 


Table  of  Chopmarks 
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Explanations  to  the  table 


of  chopmarks. 


Chopmarks  in  Tibetan  script: 

1.  Tibetan  character  "sa"  (meaning  earth).  This  mark  was  pub- 
lished by  N.  6.  Rhodes  who  believes  that  it  could  be  of 
Bhutanese  origin;  Bhutanese  copper  coins  are  often  inscribed 
with  the  same  character  "sa".* 1 2 3 4 5-' 

la.  Same  as  1.,  but  larger  and  within  a square. 

2.  This  could  be  "nqa"  and  "ba"  in  'Phags-pa-Script,  which 
according  to  DaslS  can  mean  "bad,  dangerous  or  fearful". 

The  'Phags-pa-Script  is  usually  seen  on  Tibetan  govern- 
ment seals  and  banknotes. 

3.  This  mark  can  be  read  as  "norbu"  (meaning  "jewel",  in 
Sanscrit  "ratna").ly 

4.  This  mark  can  be  read  as  "lha"  and  "rgya".  "lha"  could 
be  taken  as  the  first  syllable  of  Lhasa;  alone  it  means 
"god,  deity",  "rgya"  has  the  meaning  "seal"  or  "stamp"  - 
it  could  thus  be  interpreted  as  meaning  "chop".  Besides 
this  "rgya"  can  be  a short  form  for  either  "China"  or 
"India  "'.20 

5.  This  mark  can  be  read  as  "rnam".  This  syllable  is  known 
from  the  inscription  on  most  Tibetan  coins  in  the  word 
"rnam-gyal",  meaning  "all  victorious". 
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Chopmarks  consisting  of  three  characters: 


I.  Li  Yung  Lam  (reading  from  right  to  left).  The  chopmark 
consists  of  the  two  first  Chinese  characters  (from  right 
to  left)  meaning  "Yung"  = "for  use",  "Li"  = "Li (tang)" 
and  a Tibetan  syllable  "lam"  which  presumably  refers  to 
"Lama".  Hence  the  whole  countermark  means  something  like 
"For  use  by  the  lama(s)  of  Li (tang)".  Rupees  with  this 
countermark  are  quite  common. 21 


II.  Jun-Yong-Ping.  This  chopmark  consists  of  three  Chinese 
characters.  The  meaning  is  "goods  for  military  use". 

We  have  never  seen  this  countermark.  We  have  this  infor- 
mation from  a recent  Chinese  paper, ^ but  we  are  convinced 
that  the  Chinese  author  has  misread  the  countermark.  We 
suppose  it  is  the  same  as  under  I. 


Countermarks  in  Chinese  script: 

a)  The  meaning  of  this  character  is  "production"  or  "manufacture". 

b)  This  character  means  "one". 

bl)  This  character  means  "first". 

c)  This  seems  to  be  the  character  for  "shou"  meaning  "long  life". 

d)  These  characters  can  mean  "broken"  or  "defective".  This 

could  refer  to  the  low  silver  content  of  the  coin  or  simply 
to  a "broken"  coin.  Indeed  the  only  specimen  bearing  this 
mark  (known  to  us)  is  a Sichuan  rupee  of  type  Y3.2,  cut  in 
half  to  make  change,  as  was  common  use  in  Tibet,  particularly 
with  the  tamga  coinage. 

Countermarks  in  Western  script: 

A-F)  No  comments. 

G)  "D  C".  This  countermark  could  be  of  Antillean  origin. 
Burzio^  published  a Mexican  Eight  Reales  coin  of  1802 
which  has  the  countermark  D C and  possibly  refers  to  the 
former  British  colony  of  Demarara  (=Demarara  Colony). 

It  is  quite  possible  that  some  Mexican  Eight  Reales 
pieces  with  the  "D  C"  countermark  were  brought  to  China, 
probably  by  British  traders.  The  "D  C"  mark  on  the 
Sichuan  Rupee  may  have  been  copied  from  one  of  these 
Mexican  coins. 24 


Note:  All  coins  and  marks  photographed  are  from  the  authors'  collec- 

tions, except  Fig.  12  (chop  b 1),  Fig.  15  (chop  d)  and  Fig. 

24  (chop  G);  the  coins  illustrated  in  the  latter  three  Fig.'s 
are  from  the  collection  of  G.  Richardson  (U.S.A.),  the  coins 
of  the  Fig.'s  26  and  27  are  from  the  collection  of  W.  Halpert 
(U.SA. ) . 


Footnotes : 

1 - Burzio,  H.  F.,  Diecionavio  de  lav  Moneda  Hispanoamevieana. 

Tomo  I,  Santiago  de  Chile  1958,  p . 137 . 
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2 - Herrara,  A.,  El  Duro.  Madrid  1914,  Tomo  I,  p.128,  cf.  Pablo 

Bordeaux-Fabri caci on  en  Birmingham,  el  ano  1796,  de  falsos  reales 
de  a ocho  espanoles*  contramarcados  en  China  (place  and  date  of 
publication  not  given),  by  Burzio. 

3 - Rose,  F.  M. , Chopmarks.  Dallas  1987,  p.3. 

4 - Cribb,  J.,  Money  in  the  Bank.  An  illustrated  Introduction  to  the 

Money  Collection  of  the  HongKong  and  Shanghai  Banking  Corporation. 
London  1987,  p.123. 

5 - Morrison,  J.  R.,  Chinese  Commercial  Guide.  Canton  1934.  Quoted 

by  Cribb,  op.  cit.  p.  124,  cf.  Rose,  op.  cit.  p.  3,  believes  that 
the  chopping  became  general  practice  in  the  Canton  area  between 
1780  and  1785. 

6 - Cri bb.  o.  cit. , p.  123. 

7 - The  term  "counter-mark"  should  not  be  confounded  with  "counter- 

stamp" which  refers  to  officially  applied  stamps  to  a coin  to 
change  its  value  and/or  indicate  its  acceptance  as  legal  tender 
in  a place  beyond  where  it  was  issued  (Doty,  R.  G.,  Encyclopedic 
Dictionary  of  Numismatics.  London  1982,  p.75).  Chopmarks  or 
countermarks  are  only  known  extensively  from  China,  while 
counterstamped  coins  are  to  be  found  among  coins  of  many  of  the 
world's  countries.  (Note  by  the  authors.) 

8 - Leonard,  R.  A.,  "Chopmarks  on  Chinese  Coins"  {Num.  Scrapbook  Magaz. 

Vol . 28,  no.  7/July/1962,  p . 1876-1877 . 

9 - Zhou  Zhi -Liang,  "Sichuan  Rupie  with  Chinese  countermark  'Jun-Young- 

Ping'  on  the  Obverse".  Sichuan  Ru-Bi -Jia-Gai-Jun-Yong-Ping-Yi -Bi . 

(China  Numismatics,  no.  3,  1988,  p . 6 7 ) . 

10  - Wang, Chengzi , "The  Tibetan  Silver  Coins  of  the  Province  Sichuan". 

Sichuan  Zhang-Yang.  ( China  Numismatics,  no.  3,  1988,  pp. 12-18 
and  54. 

11  - Gabrisch,  K.,  "The  Sichuan  Rupee  and  its  Variants".  [NI  Bulletin, 

Vol.  17,  no.  4,  April,  1983,  pp. 103-112),  cf.  Wright,  R.,  "The 
Szechuan  Rupee".  ( Coins  and  Medals,  vol.  13,  no.  4,  April,  1976, 
p.35-36),  cf.  Wood,  H.,  "Some  remarks  on  a series  of  coins  issued 
in  China  based  on  the  Bri ti sh-Indi an  Rupee".  ( Amer . J.  Numism., 
Vol.  XLI , no.  2,  1906,  p.29-31),  cf.  Silvestre,  J.,  "Notice  sur 
le  monnaies  de  la  Chine  et  dependances" . ( Rapport  au  Ministre 

des  Finances , Dixieme  Annee,  Paris  1905,  p . 311-314) . 

Further  literature  can  be  found  in  the  reference  secion  of 
Gabrisch 's  article  mention  in  this  footnote. 

12  - Gabrish,  op. cit. 

13  - Wang,  Chenzi , op. cit. 

14  - These  data  were  collected  from  a silver  smith  in  Northern  India. 

Another  informant  provided  the  following  data:  Y3  - 87.5%,  Y3.2 

- 50%,  Y3.3  between  50-30%. 

15  - The  Money  Company,  Hongkong  Internat.  Coin  Exposition,  1987,  lot 

782  (now  in  the  coll.  G.  Richardson). 

16  - Apart  from  the  Tibetan  chopmarked  coins  which  we  publish  in  this 

article:  a/  a one  "1  srang"  coin,  dated  Hsuan-t'ung  Year  1 

(1909)  with  chopmark  is  published  by  Rose,  op. cit.  p.33,  fig. 

132  (unfortunately  the  chop  is  too  small  and  not  clear  enough  to 
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be  read),  b/  a one  "1  srang"  coin  dated  in  Tibetan  15-43  (1909) 
is  published  in:  The  Money  Company,  Hongkong  International  Rare 
Coin  Auction,  Sept.  25,  1982,  lot  833  (unfortunately  this  chop  is 
not  recognizable,  too.). 

17  - Rhodes,  N.G.,  "The  Coinage  of  Bhutan".  (Orient.  Num.  Soc.  Info- 

Sheet  no.  16,  1977). 

18  - Das,  S.  C.,  Tibetan-English  Dictionary.  Kathmandu  1985  (Reprint), 

p . 346 . 

19  - We  have  some  doubts  about  the  mark  "norbu"  (no.  3),  since  it  is 

found  also  on  an  early  Sino-Tibetan  silver  coin  issued  in  the 
58th  year  of  Ch'ien-lung  (see  Fig.  26).  This  coin  is  of  good 
silver  and  the  chop  does  not  make  much  sense  on  such  piece.  The 
fact  that  the  same  chop  can  also  be  seen  on  a Yuan  Shi-kai  dollar 
which  also  is  of  good  silver  adds  to  our  doubts  (see  Fig.  27). 

For  similar  reasons  the  mark  "shou"  (c)  and  the  mark  "2"  (B)  seem 
doubtful . 

20  - Das,  op.cit,  p.303-304. 

21  - This  mark  was  first  published  by  Rhodes,  N.G.,  "A  Sino-Tibetan 

Countermark" . (Orient.  Num.  Soc.  Newsletter  no.  53,  1978). 

He  suggested  the  translation  "for  use  in  the  village  of  Lam"  or 
"Use  for  1 Li  by  road"  or  "Use  for  7 Li"  or  "Lama,  Yung  Li". 
Recently  in  a letter  to  the  author  Mr.  Rhodes  in  knowledge  of  the 
story  told  by  Wang  Chengzi  (footnote  10)  suggest  the  above  cited 
reading  "For  the  use  by  the  lama(s)  of  Li (tang)."  We  think  this 
is  a convincing  reading.  Though  the  "Li"  of  the  countermark  con- 
sists of  one  character  and  the  spelling  of  Li (tang)  on  Chinese 
maps  consist  of  two  characters  we  were  able  to  find  out  with  the 
help  of  Wang  Zeya  that  earlier  the  Li  was  written  with  one  char- 
acter, so  that  this  supports  the  newest  reading.  Rhodes'  reading 
is  further  confirmed  by  a Chinese  informant  who  suggests:  "cir- 

culated in  Li  tang  area".  Supposedly  a coin  bearing  this  counter- 
mark  was  worth  200%-300%  more  than  a Sichuan  Rupee  without 
countermark  (information  kindly  provided  by  G.  Richardson). 

22  - Zhou  Zhi -Liang,  op.cit. 

23  - Burzio,  op.  cit.  Tomo  I (Vol.  I),  p.  139  and  Plate  XXI,  nr. 

127  in  separate  volume. 

24  - Demarara  was  originally  a Dutch  colony  and  became  British  in  1796. 

In  1831  it  was  joined  with  Essequibo  and  Berbice  to  become  British 
Guiana  which  became  independent  in  1966  and  adopted  the  name 
"Republic  of  Guayana".  The  following  i nterpretati on  is  very 
unlikely:  The  Szechuan  Rupee  could  have  been  countermarked  in 

Northern  India  with  "D  C"  where  this  abbreviation  usually  stands 
for  "Deputy  Commissioner".  The  practice  of  countermarking  coins 
is  however  almost  unknown  in  India. 
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PLATE  I 


Fig.  1 

Chop  1 on  Y3.2 


Fig.  2 

Chop  la.  on  Y3. 3 


Fig.  3 

Chop  2 on  Y3.2 


Fig.  4 

Chop  3 on  Y3.3 


Fig.  5 

Chop  3 on  Y12 
(Date  A.D.  1862) 


Fig.  6 

Chop  4 (right)  and 
Chop  3 (left)  on  Y3.2 


Fig.  7 

Chop  4 (upper  right)  and 
Chop  b ( center ) on  Y18.1 
(Year  15-49  = A.D.  1915) 


Fig.  9 

Chop  I (right)  and  Chop 
1 (left)  on  Y3.2 


Fig.  8 

Chop  I on  Y3.3 
(Enlarged) 
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Fig.  10 
Chop  b on  Y 4 


PLATE  II 


Chop  a (right)  ccnd 
Chop  I (left)  on  Y3.2 


Fig.  12 

Chop  bl  on  Y3.2 


Fig.  13 
Chop  o on  Y18 
(Year  15-48  = A.D.  1914) 


Fig.  14 

Chop  b (right)  and 
Chop  o (left)  on  Y3.2 


Fig.  15 
Chop  d on  out 
rupee  Y3.2 


Fig.  16 

Chop  A on  Y3.2 


Fig . 1 7 

Chop  A (right)  and 
Chop  E (left)  on  Y3.3 


Fig.  18 
Chop  B on  Y2 


Fig . 1 9 

Chop  C on  Y3.  3 


Fig.  20 
Chop  D on  Y3.3 


Fig.  21 

Chop  E on  Y3.Z 
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PLATE  III 


Fig.  22 
Chop  E twice 
on  Y3.2 


Fig.  23  Fig.  24 

Chop  F ( vight)  and  Chop  G on  Y3.2 

Chop  E (left  on  Y3.2 


Fig.  27 

Chop  3 on  Y329.1  (Year  3) 
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CLASSIFICATION  AND  CHARACTERISTICS 
OF  TURKISH  REPUBLICAN  COINAGE 


Tevfik  Seno  Arda 

The  number  of  different  coins  minted  and  circulated  in  the  republican 
period  exceeds  260,  even  without  detailed  differentiation.  To  describe 
all  these  coins  in  a single  table  would  serve  only  to  confuse.  Besides, 
rapid  inflation  means  that  the  face  value  of  coins  is  an  inappropriate 
means  of  classification.  It  is  better  to  group  coins  chronologically, 
describing  important  differences  within  those  chronological  boundaries, 
in  a similar  fashion  to  the  classification  of  banknotes. 

Extending  the  study  right  up  to  the  present  day,  1990,  it  is  possible 
to  group  the  coins  circulated  into  six  major  series.  The  series,  and 
the  significant  character!' sties  of  the  coins  in  each  series,  are  out- 
lined below.  However,  this  brief  study  does  not  detail  the  pits  and 
other  imperfections  cuased  by  residue  and  dust  in  the  moulds. 

In  the  following  tables,  coins  which  are  relatively  common  are  identi- 
fied by  the  sign  "+".  The  tags  "R"  to  "4R"  record  the  degress  of  rar- 
ity of  other  coins. 

The  First  Series 


The  first  series  covers  coins  dated  1340  and  1341,  1926  and  1928.  They 
are  franked  in  Arabic,  having  been  minted  prior  to  the  alphabet  reform. 
This  series  can  be  subdivided  into  two  groups. 

1A:  Coins  bearing  the  Islamic  dates  1340  and  1341. 

IB:  Coins  bearing  the  Anno  Domini  dates  of  1926  and  1928. 
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Extremely  fine  coins  of  the  year  1340  are  less  easily  found  than  those 
of  the  other  years.  Of  interest  are  the  easily  identifiable  mould 
differences  between  the  standard  10  kuru§  piece  of  1340  and  the  "lower 
spike"  coins  of  that  year.  Similarly,  "upper  spike"  25  kurus  coins  of 
of  1928  differ  markedly  from  the  standard  piece  of  that  denomination 
for  that  year.  These  coins  with  mould  variations  are  sufficiently 
uncommon  to  earn  an  "R"  in  terms  of  rarity.  The  importance  assigned 
to  these  coins  will  depend  upon  the  evaluation  made  by  collectors. 
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The  first  series  seems,  at  first  sight,  to  include  only  four  different 
denominations.  But  these  were  supplemented  by  the  40,  20,  10  and  5 
para  nickel  coins  of  Ottoman  manufacture,  still  in  circulation  at  that 
time.  There  was,  in  fact,  an  overall  range  of  eight  denominations. 

For  the  same  reason,  the  Ottoman  nickels  minted  during  the  reigns  of, 
and  therefore  bearing  the  dates  of  Mehmed  Reshad's  and  Mehmed  Vahi- 
duddin's  imperial  accession  (1327  and  1336  respectively),  can  also  be 
included  amongst  the  range  of  Republican  coinage. 

The  Second  Series 


The  second  series  covers  coins  minted  between  1934  and  1946.  Besides 
the  main  series  there  are  two  subgroups  that  should  be  considered  in 
this  chronological  band. 

2A:  The  silver  100  kurus  piece,  dated  1934.  This  coin  displays 

quite  unique  features. 

2B:  The  silver  1 lira  of  1940  and  1941,  bearing  InQnG's  portrait 

Also  the  25  kurus  coin,  minted  in  1944,  1945  and  1946,  with 
crescent  and  star  on  the  obverse  side. 

The  25  kuru§  of  the  first  series,  colloquially  known  as  "bull's  eye" 
and  made  of  nickel,  were  made  of  silver  following  the  economic  boom 
years  of  1935-37.  The  crisis  precipitated  by  World  War  Two,  however, 
forced  a return  to  aluminum-bronze  alloy. 

10,  5 and  1 kuru§  coins,  classed  as  "R",  are  very  difficult  to  find  in 
extremely  fine  condition. 
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On  the  coins  of  the  second  series,  with  the  exception  of  smooth  edged 
1 kuru§  and  10  para  pieces,  the  "T.C."  inscription  appeared  for  the 
first  time  on  the  edge,  i.e.  third  dimension  of  the  coin.  The  inscrip 
tion  is  always  in  the  normal  position  due  to  stamping  technique. 
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Collectors  concerned  with  mould  differences  will  be  interested  in  the 
three  different  star  sizes  to  be  found  on  100  kuru§  pieces  of  1934. 

The  Third  Series 


Coins  minted  between  1947  and  1957  fall  into  the  third  chronological 
series  (except  for  the  nickel  1 lira  piece  of  1957).  The  last  silver 
coins,  one  lira  and  50  kuru§  denominations,  were  minted  in  1947  and 
1948.  They  were  fashioned  from  an  alloy  of  only  low  silver  content 
(600/1000). 

Although  the  1/2  kurus  coins  minted  in  1948  were  not  officially  put 
into  circulation,  they  are  still  found  in  most  large  collections. 

This  is  because  150  of  the  600  coins  issued  were  distributed  among 
high  ranking  government  officials.  Furthermore,  rumour  has  it  that 
an  important  part  of  the  remaining  450  were  somehow  released  on  to 
the  market. 
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There  were  trial  issues  of  10  and  5 kurus  pieces  in  the  year  1948. 

These  coins  are,  however,  very  rare. 

An  important  characteristic  of  the  third  series  coins  is  the  presence 
of  the  inscription  "TURKlYE  CUMHURIYETI"  on  the  edge,  i.e.  third  dimen- 
sion, of  the  coins.  Exceptions  to  this  are  the  2h  kurus,  1 kuru§  and 
^ kuru§  coins  with  smooth  edges.  When  the  inscribed  edge  coins  are 
obverse  side  up,  the  edge  inscription  can  be  either  upright  or  upside 
down.  Many  collectors  have  one  coin  with  an  upright  inscription,  and 
another  with  an  inverted  inscription. 

The  Fourth  Series 


The  1957  dated  nickel  1 lira  can  be  considered  as  the  prototype  for 
coins  issued  between  1958  and  1980:  the  fourth  series.  It  is  possible 
to  subdivide  this  series  according  to  thickness  of  disk  and  composition 
of  alloy.  The  silver  10  lira  of  1960,  issued  in  memory  of  the  May  27 
revolution,  was  publicly  circulated,  and  can  be  considered  part  of  this 
series,  albeit  with  a somewhat  special  status. 

The  1 lira,  10  kurus,  5 kuru§  and  1 kurus  coins  all  underwent  alloy 
changes.  The  1957  1 lira  is  of  a nickel  alloy.  Those  of  later  years 
are  of  a stainless  steel  alloy.  As  for  10  and  5 kurus  coins,  those 
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issued  from  1958  to  1974  were  made  of  a bronze  alloy  with  a high  cop- 
per ratio.  Those  struck  between  1975  and  1977  were  made  of  aluminum. 
The  composition  of  1 kurus  coins  has  been  changed  twice.  These  coins 
were  struck  in  brass  until  1963.  They  were  struck  as  bronze  disks, 
as  were  their  10  and  5 kurus  contemporaries  between  1963  and  1974. 
From  1975  to  1977,  the  1 kurus  coins  were  struck  in  aluminum.  Note 
that  in  1963  both  brass  and  bronze  1 kurus  pieces  were  issued. 
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In  terms  of  disk  thickness,  and  the  resultant  weight  of  coins,  changes 
took  place  in  the  form  of  lira,  1 lira,  25  kuru§,  10  kuru$  and -5 
kurus  pieces.  The  stainless  steel  alloy  lira,  struck  between  the 
years  1960  and  1968,  was  a 12  gram  disk.  But  2%  lira  coins  were  re- 
duced to  9 gram  disks  between  the  years  1969  and  1980.  The  stainless 
steel  1 lira  coin,  issued  between  1959  and  the  very  early  days  of  1967, 
was  an  8 gram  disk.  It  was  reduced  to  a 7 gram  disk  between  the  years 
1967  and  1980.  The  change  took  place  in  early  1967.  Therefore, 
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although  coins  of  both  weights  can  be  found  dated  to  that  year,  the 
thicker  8 gram  disks  are  rare. 

Between  1959  and  1966,  25  kuru§  coins  were  struck  on  5 gram  stainless 
steel  alloy  disks.  The  disk  weight  was  reduced  to  4 grams  in  1966. 

In  1966  itself,  coins  of  both  weights  were  issued. 

The  thickness  of  the  bronze  10  kuru§  coin  was  changed  twice.  The  4 
gram  disks  issued  between  1958  and  1968  were  superceded  by  3.5  gram 
disks  between  1969  and  1973,  and  a 2.5  gram  disk  in  1974.  Similarly, 
the  bronze  5 kuru§  coin,  2.5  grams  between  1958  and  1968,  was  reduced 
to  2 grams  between  1969  and  1973,  and  then  to  1.35  grams  in  1974. 

In  the  fourth  series,  the  third  dimension  edge  inscription  is  encounter- 
ed on  2h  lira,  25  kuru§  and  the  stainless  steel  alloy  1 lira  coins. 

These  edge  inscriptions,  which  are  in  the  form  of  "T.C."  on  lira 
and  25  kuru§  coins,  and  in  the  form  of  "TURKIYE  CUMHURlYETl " on  1 lira 
pieces,  can,  with  equal  probability,  be  positioned  upright  or  upside 
down,  as  in  the  third  series  coins.  It  is  necessary  to  mention  a few 
mint  errors  manifest  in  the  edge  inscriptions  of  fourth  series  coins. 

They  are  of  special  interest  to  many  collectors.  A small  fraction  of 
the  1 lira  coins  dated  1966  and  1975  are  not  franked  "TURKIYE  COMHURI- 
YETi " , but,  erroneously,  "CUMHURlYETl  CUMHURlYETl 11 . The  misprinted 
inscription  can  be  encountered  in  both  the  normal  and  upside  down 
positions.  The  erroneously  franked  coins  of  1966  can  be  classified 
as  2R  to  3R.  The  1975  misprints  are  of  R to  2R  rarity. 

In  a small  fraction  of  1976  2h  lira  coins  and  1967  25  kuru§  coins,  the 
edge  inscription  "T.C.",  repeated  twice  on  the  third  dimension  circum- 
ference, is  in  tete-beche  position.  On  the  same  coin  one  of  the  "T.C." 
inscriptions  is  upright,  the  other  is  upside  down.  1967  25  kuru§  coins 
exhibiting  tete-beche  inscriptions  are  of  2R  to  3R  rariety.  Tete-beche 
lira  coins  of  1976  are  of  only  R rarity. 

Another  important  mould  difference  can  be  observed  on  the  bronze  10 
kuru§  coins  of  1974.  On  most  of  that  year  10  kuru§  coins  the  diagonal 
and  vertical  strokes  comprising  the  numeral  4 meet  at  the  top.  But  on 
a small  number  of  the  coins,  the  diagonal  and  vertical  strokes  fail  to 
converge  completely,  and  an  opening  is  left  at  the  top  of  the  figure, 
i.e.  "4".  Those  coins  with  open  top  numeral  4 ' s can  be  classified  as 
of  R rareness. 

On  the  5 kuru§  coins  of  1974  another  mould  idiosynchrasy  can  be  observed. 
On  all  5 kuru§  coins  there  is  an  acorn  motif.  Except  in  1974,  the 
acorn  shells  are  empty.  On  most  5 kurus  coins  of  the  year  1974  the 
acorn  cases  still  bear  their  fruit.  But  on  a small  number  of  those 
1974  coins,  the  acorn  shells  are  empty  and  that  coincides  with  an 
albeit  barely  discernible  open  top  numeral  4.  These  last  coins  can 
be  classifed  as  of  R rareness. 

In  the  fourth  series  there  are  minor  mould  differences  not  detailed  in 
this  study  - small  spots  resulting  from  mould  debris,  etc.,  can  also  be 
found. 

The  Fifth  Series 


Coins  issued  from  1981  to  1988  constitute  the  fifth  series.  These 
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Republican  period  coins,  minted  during  a period  when  the  value  of  money 
underwent  a rapid  decline,  due  to  high  rates  of  inflation,  testifying 
to  the  search  for  a suitable  form  that  lasted  until  1984.  The  motif 
on  the  obverse  side,  the  calligraphic  type  of  the  inscription,  and  the 
direction  of  the  crescent  were  continuously  being  altered.  The  final 
form  of  the  series  was  settled  in  1984.  A further  small  change  was 
effected  in  1985,  with  the  issue  of  the  25  lira  denomination,  to  super- 
cede the  20  lira  coin. 
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It  is  worth  remarking  on  the  change  in  the  direction  of  the  crescent. 
Until  the  end  of  1984  the  crescent  was  reproduced  in  such  a way  that 
it  symbolized  the  new  moon,  that  is  the  youth  and  vigor  of  the  state. 

It  is  now  portrayed  facing  the  opposite  direction,  with  the  opposite 
symbolic  meaning.  The  change  was  the  result,  I believe,  of  a misquided 
deci  si  on. 

There  are  no  edge  inscriptions  on  coins  of  the  fifth  series. 

The  decision,  by  the  Mint  Directorate,  to  continue  the  production  of 
the  smaller  denomination  coins  of  this  series  through  1986  and  1988 
was,  from  our  numismatic  point  of  view,  very  fortuitous. 

The  Sixth  Series 


The  limited  number  of  coins  which  have  been  issued  since  mid-1988  can 
be  described  as  the  sixth  series.  At  the  moment  there  are  no  edge  in- 
scriptions on  sixth  series  coins. 
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Sultans. 

43.  Sarma,  Inguva  Karthikeya.  Studies  in  early  Buddhist  monuments  and  Brahmi 
inscriptions  of  Anchradesa.  Nagpur:  Dattsons,  1988,  xxiv,  132  pp.,  17  figs.,  39  plates, 
$35.00.  See  Appendices.  1.  Punch-marked  coins  from  stupas  of  Andhra. 
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44.  Sharma,  Savita.  Early  Indian  symbols— numismatic  evidence.  Delhi:  Agam,  1990, 
xx,  271  pp.,  27  plates,  figs.,  $50.00.  The  publishers  say  that  in  the  Indian  context,  such 
symbols  as  Surya,  Chakra,  Srivatsa,  &c.,  are  usually  assigned  specific  sectarian  affili- 
ations but  the  present  study  shows  that  it  is  not  always  so  as  the  symbols  have  different 
contextual  meaning  and  a transcendent  character. 

45.  Singhal,  R.  (Compiler).  Acnarya,  V.  (Editor).  Catalogue  of  the  Coins  in  the  Prince 
of  Wales  Museum  of  Western  India  Bombay:  The  Sultans  of  Gujarat.  New  Delhi: 
Munshiram  Manoharlal,  1988,  186  pp.,  1 map,  12  plates,  $30.00. 

46.  Siddiqui,  Atiq  R.  The  Story  of  Islamic  Calligraphy.  Delhi:  Sarita,  1990,  xiv,  128  pp., 
60  plates,  bibliography,  $99.00.  See  V.  Calligraphy  on  decorative  an;  6.  Arms  and 
ammunition-coins. 

47.  Smith,  Edmund  W.,  The  Moghul  architecture  of  Fathpur-Sikri.  Described  and 
illustrated.  Archaeological  Survey  of  India.  New  Imperial  series,  v,  XVIII,  Reprint.  First 
published:  1894,  Delhi:  Caxton,  1985  4 vols.,  404  plates,  $200.00  (set).  Volume  III.  XII, 
The  Hakim's  quarters,  the  treasury  and  the  mint. 

48.  Srivastava,  A.L.  Silpa-Sri:  Studies  in  Indian  Art  and  Culture.  Delhi:  Sundeep,  1990, 
xiv,  226  pp.,  85  plates,  $60.00.  This  is  a collection  of  25  papers  of  Dr.  Srivastava  which 
includes:  19.  Saivatsa  symbol  on  early  Indian  coins.  20.  On  a numismatic  symbol 
Nandipanda;  22.  A silver  coin  of  Chandragupta-Kumaradevi  type.  23.  Four  silver  punch- 
marked  coins  from  Allahabad. 

49.  Srivastava,  Krishna  Murari.  Discovery  ofKapilavastu.  New  Delhi:  Books  & Books, 
1986,  xii,  259  pp.,  104  black  and  white  plates,  figs.,  tables,  lay-out  plans,  $90.00. 
Includes:  7.  Seals  and  sealings.  8.  Coins. 

50.  Stronge,  Susan,  Nina  Smith,  and  J.C.  Harle.  A golden  treasury -jewellry  from  the 
Indian  subcontinent.  Ahmedabad:  Mapin,  1988, 144  pp.,  158  color  and  7 black  and  white 
photographs,  map,  $39.50.  Includes  a section  on  gold  coins. 

Fisher’s  Ding , reviewed  in  the  December  1990  NI  Bulletin,  besides  being  available 
from  Bob  Reis,  is  also  available  from  Joel  Anderson,  Box  3016,  Merced,  CA  95344; 
Scott  Semans,  Box  22849,  Seattle,  WA  98122;  and  George  Fisher,  10749  W. 
Saratoga  PI.,  Littleton,  CO  80127. 

Moneta  Polska.  By  Arthur  J.  Majewski.  Published  by  Maryt  Publishing  Co., 
Detroit,  1990.  Hardcover,  216  pp.,  illustrated.  A first  and  only  coin  book  on  Polish 
coins  written  in  English.  Available  from  Arthur  J.  Majewski,  P.O.  Box  24-1110, 
Detroit,  MI  48224.  Price  is  $19.50  postpaid. 

The  membership  is  invited  to  submit  reviews  of  Moneta  Polska. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

W.  Bertsch,  Gundolfstr.  9,  6100  Darmstadt,  Germany:  WANTED  - Inform- 

ation  about  early  Tibetan  banknotes  of  1912-1913  A.D.  Would  appreciate 
photocopies  of  10,  15,  25  and  50  Tam  notes  (Pick  Nos.  2-5)  and  trans- 
literation of  serial  numbers.  Your  cooperation  towards  a study  of 
early  banknotes  of  Tibet  is  most  welcome.  Please  write. 

Gerald  Easton,  9503  N.E.  3rd  Street,  Vancouver,  WA  98664:  WANTED  - 

Vol . 1,  No.  2 WORLD  COIRS  magazine,  Feb.  1964.  I have  Vol . 1,  Nos. 

3,  7,  8,  9 and  10  for  trade,  plus  some  later  issues. 

Frank  Novak,  Box  A3911,  Chicago,  IL  60690:  I am  accumulating  as  many 

examples  as  possible  of  Papal  States  5 Baiocchi  (Craig-170  and  170a). 

My  objective  is  to  detect  and  record  minor  varieties.  All  grades  are 
needed.  I am  also  interested  in  all  other  Papal  coins.  Dealer  offers 
are  welcome. 

John  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  French  Indo 

China  coins,  crowns  and  minors,  are  fun  to  collect  by  date  or  by  type. 
They  are  loaded  with  history  and  knowledge.  F.I.C.  is  loaded  with  many 
"so-called"  rare  coins,  many  not  found  in  grades  over  Fine.  Very  Fine 
is  usually  the  best  grade  found  on  the  market.  Buyers  should  be  beware 
as  the  coins  are  not  near  as  rare  when  you  try  to  sell  your  coins  - you 
will  also  find  that  they  buyers  are  rare.  F.I.C.  has  never  been  popular 
in  France  where  they  were  minted,  in  fact,  all  French  Colonial  series 
were  never  popular.  The  collector  base  isn't  there  to  support  the  high 
prices  in  S.C.W.C.  as  there  are  only  about  five  known  date  collectors 
in  the  world.  I would  like  more  information  on  this  from  anyone. 

Felix  G.  Game,  9 Healey  Ave.  East,  Stittsville,  Canada  K2S  1K1:  I am 

trying  to  locate  a relative.  Johann  Otto  ("Hans")  ZWIERZINA  was  born 
23  September  1918  in  Vienna,  Austria  and  was  taken  to  Alexandria  in 
Egypt  by  his  mother  when  he  was  five  years  old.  All  attempts  through 
genealocial  research  have  failed.  I would  like  to  contact  someone  in 
Alexandria  who  could  assist  me  in  placing  an  ad  in  the  "Personal  Column" 
in  a Alexandria  newspaper.  NI  has  no  members  in  Egypt,  but  perhaps  a 
member  could  assist  me  in  contacting  someone  the  member  knows  in  Egypt. 

NI  ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Service  will  accept  items 

for  attribution.  Please  refer  to  page  201  of  the  September,  1990  issue 
for  new  rules  regarding  items  sent  in,  or  write  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Attribution  Service  at  the  regular  Dallas  address. 

*********************************************************************** 

"NOBLE.  A former  English  coin,  from  the  superior  guality  of  its  GOLD. 
First  minted  by  Edward  III  (1344),  possibly  in  commemoration  of  the 
Battle  of  Sluys  (1340).  It  was  originally  valued  at  6s.  8d.  and  re- 
placed by  the  royal  or  rose  noble  in  1465." 

Taken  from  789,  Brewer’s  Dictionary 
of  Phrase  & Fable  1981. 

(Submitted  by  Tuti villus) 
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